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ATTN: H.L. REIGHARD, M.D., FEDERAL AIR SURGEON 
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TAGS: EAIR, VE 

SUBJ: DEATH OF FAA MEDICAL EXAMINER 
REF: CARACAS 2835; FAA/W MARCH 23, 1977 

1 . DR RAFAEL MASTRODOMENICO EXPRESSED GREAT INTEREST IN AGAIN 
BEING DESIGNATED MEDICAL EXAMINER. AFTER THE LAPSE OF HIS 
FORMER DESIGNATION, HE DID NOT PURSUE MATTER SINCE HE FELT THAT 
THERE WAS NOT SUFFICIENT NEED FOR TWO EXAMINERS IN VENEZUELA. 

2. MASTRODOMENICO ENJOYS EXCELLENT REPUTATION IN THE FIELD OF 
AERONAUTICAL MEDICINE AND IS MEDICAL ADVISOR TO A NUMBER OF GOV 
AGENCIES. HE ALSO LECTURES AT UNIVERSITIES AND AT ARMED FORCES 
ACADEMIES. 

3. DUE TO UNREALIAB ILIT Y OF MAILS, EMBASSY SUGGESTS THAT APPLI- 
CATION FORMS BE SENT TO EMBASSY WHICH WILL GIVE THEM TO 
MASTRODOMENICO. 

4. PLEASE ACT ON THIS QUICKLY. GOV HAS $32 MILLION TRAINING 
PROGRAM FOR YOUNG VENEZUELANS TO BE SENT TO U.S. FOR PILOT 
TRAINING AND CONTRACTS HAVE BEEN SIGNED WITH U.S. SCHOOLS. 
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HALF OF THE CANDIDATES HAD BEEN EXAMINED BY THE DEFUNCT DR. 

HERBIG AND THE PROGRAM IS STOPPED BECAUSE OF LACK OF EXAMINER. 

GOV REQUIRES FAA EXAM TO AVOID PAYING FOR TRIPS AND DISCOVERING 
AFTER ARRIVAL THAT STUDENTS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL REASONS. 
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